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This is (probably) the last volume by Sidney Greidanus, emeritus professor in preaching at the Calvin
Theological Seminary in Grand Rapids, in a series on preaching Christ from the Old Testament. The
previous volumes dealt with preaching Christ from the Old Testament in general with the focus on
Genesis, Ecclesiastes and Daniel. This volume deals with the Psalms from the perspective of the
Christian year selected for Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, the Baptism of Jesus, Transfiguration Sunday,
Ash Wednesday, Lent, Palm Sunday, Good Friday, Easter, Ascension, Pentecost, Trinity Sunday and
Christ the King. The Psalms were taken from The revised common lectionary. The Psalms were not meant
as preaching texts, but present a good variety of the different kinds of Psalms.

In the first chapter of the book, Greidanus discusses the Psalms in general as well as the issues
related to preaching from it. He follows the method outlined in the first book in the series including
ten steps from text to sermon. The following chapters deal with one Psalm at a time and conclude
with a ‘sermon exposition’. In preaching Christ from the Psalms, he emphasises the important
point that one should not read Christ back into the Psalms from the perspective of the New
Testament. One should rather move from the message of a Psalm to Jesus in the New Testament.

In his approach to the Psalms Greidanus states that proper interpretation should take four
dimensions into account: literary, historical, theocentric and Christocentric. He discusses the
different types of Psalms, poetic devices, rhetorical structures and the literary context thereof.
This section of the book, as well as the one on historical interpretation of the Psalms, offer valuable
insights into the interpretation of the Psalms and would be of great value to any preacher. The
theocentric and Christocentric interpretation of the Psalms is also of great value. In these sections
Greidanus demonstrates that he is up to date with recent research on the Psalms. It also presents
a good introduction into the Psalms and can be used by any minister wanting to preach from it.

As far as preaching from the Psalms is concerned, Greidanus regards the poetry, with their appeal
to the emotions, as valuable. With regard to a preaching text, he prefers taking a whole Psalm as
preaching text and proposes that one should follow the movement of each Psalm.

In the book more than 20 Psalms are discussed according to this model with an indication of how a
sermon on a specific Psalm could be structured. Psalm 122 could serve as an example of this
approach. The theme of Psalm 122 is ‘Pray for the peace of Jerusalem” and it is the first Psalm that
can be chosen for Advent. It is one of the songs of ascents. It follows on Psalm 120 and 121 with
danger and violence as theme. Psalm 122 contrasts the security of Jerusalem against these dangers.
In his literary interpretation, Greidanus discusses the parallelisms in this Psalm, its imagery, the
repetition of keywords and its structure. In the theocentric interpretation he emphasises the function
of Jerusalem as the city of the Lord. The people went to Jerusalem to praise the Lord. The Psalm is a
prayer for the peace of Jerusalem. He wants to preach Christ from this Psalm by way of redemptive-
historical progression supported by New Testament references. Typology could also be used with
the temple as a type of Christ entering the world and being Immanuel. He prefers the idea of
redemptive-historical progression. Jesus went to the temple and predicted its destruction. After
Pentecost, the temple was replaced by God’s people — the church. The aim of a sermon on this Psalm
would be to encourage God’s people to go to the house of the Lord and to pray for peace for the
church and the New Jerusalem. The structure of the Psalm is used for structuring the sermon with
three sections following the three parts that can be distinguished in the Psalm (vs. 1-2 — going to
Jerusalem; vs. 3-5 — Jerusalem itself; vs. 6-9 — praying for the peace of Jerusalem) and a fourth section
with a New Testament perspective on the church and the New Jerusalem.

The approach of this book corresponds with traditional reformed hermeneutics, accepting the
authority of the Old Testament Psalms for the New Testament church. It will be of great value to
seminary students and pastors and can be recommended without any reservation.
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